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PS AL. V.. II. 55 
Wet them alſo that love thy name, be joys 
AM... 7708 


F weconſider how many Juſtland Great Occaſions 
1 we have had for Thanksgiving; and how often we 
have been called upon by Publick Authority, to the 
Performance of this Delightful Duty : It might Rea- 
ſonably be ſuppos d, that we of this Nation, were 

more Perfect in it, than any other in the World. 
But alas! we ſhall find it quite otherwiſe upon the 
aſt Reflection: Our Gratitude at beſt has lated lit 
te longer than the Day of Rejoicing ; and that Re- 
joycing, conſiſted too often in the Pride of Succeſs, 
in Vain-Glorious Boaſting, Luxury or Intemperence. 
And when this was once over, People have returned 
2pain to their former Errors and Vices ; to the De- 
ming, Deceiving, or Oppreſling one another; To 
the (efcning the Mercies of their Redemption; nay, 
ſometimes, to the queſtioning the very Being of that 
God, whom theychave ſo lately pretended to Praiſe: 
And all this with ſuch Induſtry and Warmth, as if it 
were the Particular Buſineſs . their ſeveral Vocations. 
| ſhall endeavour to contribute ſomething towards 
the Rectifying theſe dreadful Miſtakes ; The Regulating 
Eo B our 
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our Praiſe; Thesettling and Fixing it upon ſuchGroung, 
and Principles, as may make it Acceptable to our 
God, and r to our Selves. And for this Put- 
pole 1 have choftn theſe Words, Let them that love thy 


name be joyful in thee. 


The Royal Prophet begins this Pſalm in the way of 
a Prayer ; butas no Heart was ever ſo full of Zeal 
for God's Glory, or of Holy Gratitude for the Mer- 
cies which He had received from him, he quickly runs 
into Raptures of Thankſgiving, (JV. 6.) Thou ſhalt 
deſtroy them that ſpeak leaſing : the Lord will abhor the 
bloody and deceitful man. Is not this a Deſcription of 
the Enemy that we are concerned withal? And does 
not the Pſalmiſt ſer us an excellent Example as to 
what we are now Doing, in what immediately fol- 
lows 2 But as for me, I will come into thy houſe i n the 
multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear, will I worſhip to- 
ward thy holy Temple. ---- Yes, lays he again, Let al a1 
_ thoſe that put their Truſt in thee rejoyce; let them ever 
[hout for joy, becauſe thou defendeſt them: Let them alſo 
that lone thy name be joyful in thee. : \ | 
The Duty we are exhorted to here, is, the being jy- 
ful in the Lord. The Qualifications for our being ſo, are 
included in the loving of his Name. From which 
alſo will arife Proper Motive, for the exciting thole, 
who are jo qualified, to the Performance of this Duty; 
and withal, make them do it in ſuch a manner, 3s 
may render it acceptable to God, and of ſubſtantial and 
laſting Adyantage to themſelyes. 
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the following Diſcourſe. 


I. Let us ſee in what that Duty does conſiſt, which 
js contained in thoſe Words; I will be joyful in thee. As 
the Holy Paſſion of Religious Joy mult riſe from a 
Worthy Cauſe, ſo it muſt be directed to its Proper Object 
uh. That which riſes from Succeſs in Vitious, or 
Worldly Deſigns ; from the gratifying of any Luſt 


or Paſſion ; from Covetouſneſs, Intemperance, or Re- 


venge, is but a ſhorr-liv'd Joy, and ſadly over-bal- 


lanc d by the guilty Sorrow which quickly follows: 
That which ſprings from Vanicy and Pride, from any 


falſe Value that a Man ſets upon himſelf, and makes 
him attribute any great and unexpected Event to Hu- 


man Wiſdom or Force, has but a weak and incertain 
Foundation, But when the Bleſſings that we receive 
are of the hig heſt Importance as to this World; and for 
our Eternal Welfare as to the World to come: When 
the ancient Enemies of our Country and Religion are over- 
thrown ; When That Torrent of Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, which had over-run great Part of the World, 
and threaten d all the reſt, has been forc'd to retire ſo 
far towards its former Bounds, and to prey only up- 
on the ſervile Supporters of them both; When we 
have fo fair a Proſpect of a firm Eſtabliſhment of the 
juſt Rights and Liberties of all Europe, as well as our 
Own; Theſe are Great and Noble Occaſions for a good 


Chriſtian's 79. . 
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+ ASERMON Preachd befire 
And this Joy will become Solid and Laſting, when 
ſuch Bleſſings are attributed to God alone; not to any 
Saint or Angel, or any of the Hoſt of Heaven; not 
to Chance or Fatality: But to Infinite Wiſdom, prom- 
pred by Infinite Goodneſs, and acting by Almighty 
Power. Furthermore, as David was 'the Aurhor of 
this P/alm, who not only believed in the Mefiab, but 
wrote frequently of him; ſo in his chief Hymns of Praiſe 
he muſt have Rejuyc'd particularly to ſee his Day: There. 
fore the Jews interpret this Expreſſion here and in other 
Places, of being joyful in God, the being Joyful in his 
Word; and what that Word ſignifies, St. John has ex- 
plain d at large in the beginning of his Goſpel, 
Wherefore by being Joyful in God, is meant the In 
acknowledging with Humble Gratitude, that He is the bn 
Fountain of all Spiritual and Temporal Benefits thro IVI 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 He alone, Excluſive of all other Beings W** 
whatſoever : Excluſive of all thoſe wild Errors, which he 
queſtion his Exiſtence,or Detract from his Providence; Ra 
and the Praiſing him accordingly. - Lo 
From whence it follows, That a Good Chriſtian is . 
moſt capable of being Joyful in the Lord, and moſt ob. be 
Wßꝗ, è ⁰ͤ | 

An Heathen may be joyful in ſome God or other, th 
according as his Fancy leads him, (ſo may a Papiſt ha 
too in any Saint or Angel,) as his Deliverer or Benefa- 
or : But as this is founded upon no good Grounds, ſo , 
it can afford no ſolid, no laſting Joy. 05 
A Modern Jew may rejoice in God, as the Giver of J 
the Moſaical Law, the Leader of his Forefathers out - al 
5-0 the 


= 


Je Houſe of Bondage, and in the Hopes of many 
Temporal Advantages by that Meſſiab, who as they 
} fc is ſtill to come; but whatever this Joy is, it muſt 
be dampt by the Miſerable Circumſtances of their Uni- 
ſerlal Diſperſion. N | 

But when a Chriſtian comes to conſider, that all the 
Mercies which he receives are thro' the Merits and Bi- 
xrceſion of his Gracious Redeemer ; when he reflects 
tow many Wonders of Divine Love ſhone thro all 
ks Words and Actions, and what Miſeries he was ex- 
posd to, in his Humble Life, as well as in his Bloody 
Death; Wen he looks upon the Publick Bleſſings which 
»; Celebrate, the frequent Defeats of our Enemies, 
n their Councils and their Armies; and the Hap- 
pineſs that we enjoy in Compariſon of other Nations: 
When he ſees all this to be the Effects of the ſame Love, 
and wholly and entirely due to that alone ; How muſt 


Raptures of Sincere and Fervent Praiſe, be Joyful in the. 
Lord ! | 3 


being Joyful in God, ſo in the next Place is he oblig d 


to be ſo accordingly: And as God always ſupplies 
the Means where here requires the Duty, ſo he may 


| 
ave; 
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| 0 II. The Beſt Qualifications for it. The Firſt and 


Chief of all which, and from whence the reſt will 
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in thee. 
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fe with all the Powers of a Grateful Soul, and all the 


Moreover, as a Chriſtian is thus moſt capable of 


naturally flow, is mentioned here expreſly by the Roy- 


al Pſalmiſt; Let them that Love thy Name be Fol | 
„ Ove 
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Love is the Foundation of a Chriſtian's Praiſe; andiliffy 


0! hou perfect, how delightful will. this make ir | he * 


table to the God of Mercy and Love]! Let They 


Degree of that Benefit, which is at that time beſtow. 


miſes of Future Bleſſings, but that nom he would ma- 


How pleaſing to Men, and Angels! How accep- y 


that Love thy Name be Joyful in tber. _ 7 

The Name of God is compos d of all thoſe ſeye. Medi 
ral Attributes, by which the Excellencies and Opera. ſs 
tions of che Divine Nature are ſet forth to Men; ſe 


| ect 
forth, not according to their PerieKion, but according Nei 
to Man's Capacity. ; ae 


Vet this Name conſiſts ſometimes, in the Exerting of Meer 


ſome particular Attribute in the behalf of ſome parti. {Wo 


cular Perſon or Nation; according to the Nature or 


ed upon them. Thus, Exod. chap. 6. v. 3. Tappears 
ed unto Abraham, unto Jaac, and unto Jacob, by the Name 
of God Almighty, but by my Name JEHOV AH, was 1 
not known to them. Which, whoever conſults the Con- 
text, will find to be to this purpoſe z That God had 
manifeſted himſelf unto the Patriarchs only by the Pro- 


nifeſt himſelf unto;Moſes by the actual Fulfilling of thoſe 
Promiſes, and delivering the Hraelites from the Bondage 
of the Zgyptians. 429 27-4 Bf 

But alas! theſe were but a ſmall part of thoſe Pro- 
miſes which he made to their Forefathers ; He had aſ- 
ſured them more than once, That in their Seed all the 
Ends of the Earth ſhould be Bleſſed : But this was never 


I 
0 
made good in any tolerable ſenſe, before the coming || [ 
of the Meſſiah; Then it was that God as made known { 


1 by 
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Va more Glorious and Beneficial Name, not only to 
he Jews but to the Gentiles. And this was the N AMS 
which he would be called, THE LORD OUR RIGH- 
TE0USNESS, Jerem. 23. v. 6. For ſo he became, 


bdience of the Bleſſed Jeſus, Divine Juſtice was fully 
lisfied, and Man thro' Faith and Repentance, was 
xcepted as Righteous in the fight of God. It was 
then, that the Gentiles as well as the Jews, were inſtru- 
ted how to offer a more Excellent Sacrifice, than un- 
of; aer che Law; that-they had a more lively Senſe of 
. Noods Mercies, that their Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
gew more Spiritual and Exalted, and were better re- 
ceir d at the Throne of Grace, when offered up in the 
Name of JESUS. And what Creature is there ſo dull, 
or ſo ingrateful, as not to Love this Bleſſed Name, a 
Name compos'd of Mercy and Salvation; 4 Name, 
by which alone we can have Accels to the Throne of 
Grace, by which alone we can ſucceed in our Petiti- 
ons, or be accepted in our Thankſgivings. 

Ee that lovethᷣ not, knoweth not God, for God is Love, 
John, c. 4. v. 8. Plainly, Evidently fo, as to his 
Mercies thro Chriſt Jeſus: And. he that knows not 


God, as the Fountain of thoſe Mercies, as the Father f 
our Lord Jeſus, pretends in vain to know him, or to 


love him, or his Neighbour, as he ought to do, by. the 
Light of Nature, or the Aſſiſtance of Human Reaſon 
only ; and conſequently can never attain to any great 


Degree of Praiſe and Thankſgiving for Publick Bleſ- 


ſings: For the more he detracts from his Redeemers 
Not 5 Glory, 


ghen by the Expiatory Sacrifice, and moſt Perfect O- 
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or mhle whatſoever; the more he leſſens 4 * ce 
of that Name, and therefore the more uncapable dog v! 
be grow of being Joyful in the Lore. bt 
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Bur alcho' the Love of God's Name, which is kindled 
in our Hearts by a Lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, be the 
firſt and chief Qualification for being truly Joyful in 
him; yet there are others, either ſpringing from this, 
or highly improv'd by it, which are abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary for the ſame Purpoſe; ſuch as, Og 

2. A Firm and Steddy Adherence to the Principles 
of our Holy Religion, as it is Eſtabliſh d by ſo many 
Excellent Laws: For, the. juſt Value which we ſet 

upon that, and the Sincerity wherewith we profels it, 
will naturally increaſe our Joy, and enliven our Thank 
giving, for every Victory or Advantage over the Ene- 
mies of it. Let me not be miſtaken 3 what I mean 
is, That we ſhould believe ſincerely, what we pretend 
to do, and that we ſhould act Faithfully, accordingto 
that Belief, act ſo, calmly and peaceably in our ſeveral 
Stations. This can never be the Occaſion of any 
Breach of Charity towards our Neighbour, as long 
as it proceeds from. that Love of God which I have been 
ſpeaking of: For that will naturally produce a Propor- 
tionable Degree of Love towards all Mankind ; and 

therefore it is impoſſible that a Good Chriſtian's Integri- 
ty, ſhould be any Prejudice to his Moderation. 

There are Two great Obſtacles to this. One is, the 
open and confident Attempts that are made, againſt 

the very Fundamentals of our Religion, (in "_ 
pe mo 
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vernment: And both theſe under the Pretence of Li- 
berty, and with repeated Reproaches of Slavery, and 
Narrowneſs of Spirit, thrown upon all thoſe who will 
not joyn with them. But if by Liberty be meant, 


running back from Revelation and Government, to 
el. the State of Nature; It by Liberty be meant Licenti- 

oulnels of any kind; no good Chriſtian, or good Sub- 
J SB need to be afraid to own, that he is againſt this: 
But if by Liberty be meant, the Peaceful Enjoyments of 
our Civil Rights, -ſecure from any Uſurpations or En- 
eroachmients whatſoever, under the Protection of thoſe 
| Laws and Privileges which coſt our Anceſtors ſo much 


according to God's Commands, and the Exerciſing 
that Religion which was delivered down to us by the 
Holy Jeſus, without Invaſion or Interruption; Let all 
| that Love that Name, be ever Joyful in ſuch Liberty. 
Baut let not People be frighted or deluded by Words 
vhich have loſt their Natural Meaning; or, by any 


but let every one adhere firmly and faithfully to the Prin- 
eiples of his Holy Religion; and be contented, tho an 
Engliſpman, to be upbraided with Slavery, while he 
acts Conſcientiouſly, according to the Laws of his 
Country, and under the Protection and Security of 
them, Rejoices to Worſhip that God with an Upright 
Heart, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom. 
Another great Obſtacle to the Steddine and F ide- 
C 8 


end) and/Undermining che'Foundation'of all Ce. 


Liberty of Blaſpheming the Son of God; Liberty of 


Blood g If by Liberty be intended the Acting frech, 


vain Shew of. Wit, Learning, or Greatneſs of. Mind; 
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| hey, which I am ſpeaking of, is, that ſtrange Indiffes 
rency as to Religion, which is ſo much affected by fo 


many in theſe Days; by ſuch as trouble themſelves 23 


little about the Practice of it, as the Diſputes concern. 
_ ing; itz and are not like to Quarrel for it indeed, be- 
cauſe they know little ornothing of the Matter. But 
few are aware of the ill Conſequences of this: For, 
| Indifferency in Religion will bring a Man by degrees to 
be indifferent in every ching elſe that is Commendable, 
Jo be indifferently True in his Words, indifferently Juſt 
in his Actions, indifferently Honeſt in any Truſt or Sta. 
tion; And as theſe Kinds of Indifferency muſt quick- 
ly end in the greateſt Wickednels, ſo the other, when 
driven by greedy Intereſt, or preſſed by unanfwerable 
Arguments, will run into the moſt Confident Infide. 
lity. Now, as this proceeds from having no Love 


God at all, no Regard to his Name, or Senſe of 


his Glory ; i ſo it is impoſſible that any one in ſach 2 
State of Indifferency, even before it has run into ſuch 
Extremes, ſhould upon any Publick or Private Suc- 
ceſs, be truly Joy ful in him; tho perhaps he might be 
Joyful in his Intereſt or his Pleifire being ſo promo- 
ted; or in the Seng ſome Luſt or ' Appetite up- 
on chat Otcaſion. * 

As from hence chen it may appear, That the being 
Reddy to the Principles of Tan ly Relig ion, (as this 
is the true and Sennige Effect of che — of God, 
as our Redeemer) williticreaſe} rather _ Jkiniſ 
2 Good Ohtiſtians Love to his Neighbour; ſo it like 
wiſe may appear, that the ſame Steddineſs 1528 Excel- 
1 ation, lor hi⸗ Daeeelging ow due Gra- 


titude 
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gore: 


ſervation of that Religion from the Treachery and 


Force of the moſt Superſtitions Enemy of it, and ma- 


king him truly and acceptably Joyful in the Lord. 

3. Another Qualification for the ſame Duty, and 
which ſprings from the above- mentioned, is, The having 
600d Conſcience ; One that is juſtly pleaſed with the 


Remembrance of its Good Actions, or juſtly ſatisfied 


with the Sincerity of its Repentance: For though Re- 


pentance may ſeem to have little to do with Thankſ- 


ring, yet Confeſſion of our own Weakneſs, leads moſt 
Naturally to Confeſſion of God's Mercies; and tlie 
Heart muſt be cleared from all Corruption, and Fil- 
thineſs of the Fleſh, before it can be raiſed up to this 


Spiritual Exerciſe, and be truly Joyful in its God, 


What has Hell to do with Joy? And yet ſomething 
df Hell every ill Man feels within himſelf, in Rage for 
chat is paſt, Anguiſh under preſent Pain, and Horror 
for what is to come: No Worldly Enjoyment, not 
the Flattery of Paraſites, nor the Softneſs of Luxurious 


Eaſe, or the Giddy Mirth of Intemperance, can diſpel 


thoſe Sorrows; but he droops at the ſight of anothers 


Joy, and trembles at the very mention of Thankſgi- 
ving, becauſe that ſtrikes him to tlie Heart with the 


denſe of his own Ingratitude: For he well knows, 
that the Bleſſings which we thank God for, were not 


litended for him, never were beſtow'd upon his Ac- 
count, but ſerve only for his greater Reproach and 


Condemnation : Whereas the good Chriſtian lives al- 
ways in a State of Gratitude ; his intiovent and hap- 
Souls an inexhaüſtible Treaſure of Thankſgiving, 


titude the Mercies of Divine Providence, in the Pre- 
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and all he ſays, and all he does, upon ſuch Occaſions, 


5 e Trap 7M r OR, Se 


| Having thus-ſhewn what thePrinci pal Qualifications 
ae, by which a goodChriſtian may * beſt prepar d bor 
the Durjor Thanksgiving, come now to ſhew, 


. B what Means or Eb het may bs moſt 
g. F:Qually excited to the Performance of it. 
n. 1. He ought to conſider the great Unworthineſs of 
n. cis Sinful Nation. Alas! where ſhall a Man begin, 
chat would repreſent this, when ſo many dreadful Er- 
tors and Vices offer themſelves at once to his View; 
. offer themſelves, I ſay, for no care is taken to conceal 
them; but allShame andModeſty is loſt, in the Pride 
d and Impudence of Lewdneſs EP. Infidelity : Alas! 
ic MI what little Hope is there to reform our — * (alter 
all the honeſt Pains, of ſo many well-meaning Men 
| il tothis purpoſe) when the chief Articles of our Faith 
„ue not only attack d openly, but expos'd with Tnſolencs 
„aud Scorn? And when Bla mom foams out from 
che Preſs fo often unpuniſh'd, nay applauded; can 
any.one wonder at the Wildneſs of People's Actions, 
or the Looſeneſs of their Converſation? When once 
the fool bath ſaid in heart, that uhers is: n Gd; it is but 
2 {mall ſtep. for him to ſay next, chat there is no Vir- 
tue; and then every Paſſion and A ſhall be let 
looſe, to act according. 

But of all the Vices of this: Age, none are moro 
' Jnjurious:ed; the Publick, or more Rematkable; | than 
e | that Cruelty, and Oppreſion, chat Barbarous Extortion; 
that Ruining of many Sober and Induſtrious Families, 
- | that grow low in the World, only through want: ot 


Buſineſs, nne If it be a Sin to 
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extort nde em the Wealthy, though ever vet 10 wicked 


not inhabited, Jerem. 6. ho enz uf we 85 


R 1 


what muſt it be to draw exceſſive Sums from the Poor 
Honeſt Debtor, and Cruſh him and Impriſon him 
when he can give no more: Whilſt many that are 
ity of this, Riot 1 in Luxury and Wantonneſs, and 
Feaſt upon the Widows Tears, and Orphans Cries? 
nay, throw away more in one Night's Gaming or bs 
remperance, than would Maintain _— Good Sub 
jects, and Unhappy Chriſtians. 

On the other ſide, what Rancor, "Malice, and De- 
traction | what Subdiviſi ons of Parties! what odious 
Terms of Diſtinction invented by the Cunning, and 
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my Soul depart from thee, left 1 make'thee deſolate," 4 Land 


applied by the Ignorant or Malicious; are toſs'd about be 
1 dend eng us be Alas; ü well mige i 
thoſe Words of the Prophet Hoſea, cap. 13. 9. be 1 
applied to this Nation; O'Ifrael, thou haſt FL t i 
ſelf; but in me is ihn beiß: Thou haſt done all h how 
wicked, fooliſh, and ingrateful People could do, for by 
their utter Ruin, for the calling down my Judgments T 
and forcing me to give thee, thy Religion, and thy . 
Laws, up to thy Implacable Enemies; but norwichs I 
Randing alÞchis,.. in Mes thy Help. leis T alone that Py 
have maintain d chee in Peace, and Security at Home, I * 
It is Ithat have Baffled all che Arts and Contrivances of 15 
Fraud or Force in thy Enemies Abroad; and yet is it I 
thus that thou returneſt: Thanks to — God 5. 5 re 
ſtructed at length/ byawy Mercies to the, it not by ; 

loments upon others. Be inſtructed, O' Peru, 11 vs 
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e us in the next place compare our Condition with 
that of other Countries; How many have been waſt- 
1 Earthquakes, Peſtilence, Famine, and the Sword ? 
ou many others have been.deſtroyed by being the 
| ſt of War, expos d to the immediate Necellities'of 
their Friends, as well as the Barbarous Devaſtations of 
' Wihkcir Enemies? While we, tho no leſs wicked than 
ey, ſecur d like the 1aelites in the Land of Goſhen, 
0 on confidently in our Sins, and are always giving 
more Occaſions for Days of Humiliation than Thankſ- 
giving. But if we would not have this to be the laſt, 
Ive would not have the Hypocriſy of our Praiſe to 
be added to our other Crimes, let us take an Impar- 
tal View of the Wickedneſs of this finful Nation, and 
vith the ſame Impartiality look inward into our ſelves; 
for this will give us a due Senſe of our Unworthinels, 
make every one Aſtoniſſi d at the greatneſs of God's. 
Goodneſs | and in Holy Tranſports of Wonder and: 


» 


Thankſgiving, to be Joyful in Him. | 
2. Another ſort of Means or Motives, whereby we: 
7 be excited to the Performance vf chis Duty, may 
ile from the conſidering attentively, The Nature of | 
thoſe Eyils, which we muſt have ſuffered, if our Ene- 
mies had prevail d; and by what wondrous Events God, 
himſelf hath plainly interpos'd, and deliver d us hither- 
to from them. The Chief Evils which-we have been 
delivered from, are the Religion of Nome; and the Pow-. 
& of France; Evils dreadful enough when ſingle, 


© 


much more when joined together. CE EN ; WE 
| Nor are they very different in themſel ves 4 for what | 
a the Infalibility of Rome, but Arbitrary Error # Rnd 
Fill LS what: 
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what is her Supremacy; but Arbitrary Ufarpation: over al 
other Biſhops, nay, over the moſt Apbitrary Prince; 
themſelves; nay, over the Conſciences of all Man lind! 


If all Slavery be ſo juſtly odious, mags not the Fer, 
ters that are forced upan our Reaſon, our Judg: 


ment, and our Senſes; to be as much abhorr d, as the 
Arbitrary Diſpoſal of our Induſtry, our Eſtates, or out 


Lives? Or what can be left to thoſe unhappy Men, 


that are both ways Enſlav d? Vet how very near were 
we once to have been ſo? Wherefore, when our Eyes 
are open d by theſe Conſiderations, let us behold the 
Wonders which God has wrought, for the Delivering 
us from ſuch Dreadful Evilss 1 


Before this War, it had been ſome Ages ſince out 
Armies had met with any Signal Courſe of Victor 


in Foreign Countries; and we had liv d a great while 
upon the Glory which our Fathers got at Creſſy, Pu- 
ctiers, and Agincourt : But thoſe have been Exceeded in 
our Days, conſidering the Enemy which we have now 
to do withal; and the greateſt Actions of our mot 
Warlike Princes, ſurpaſt by a SUBJECT of Great Bri- 


tain, Indeed, ſcarce any Hiſtory can Parallel our Suc- 


ceſſes, -unleſs it be that of the 1/raelites ; yet the Sun 
ſtood ſtill but a few Hours in the Days of Joſhua, til 
they were put into Poſſeſſion of but One Victory, where- 


as the fierceſt Seaſon was kept back for many Weeks, 


till we by ſeveral Congueſts were avenged of our Enemies 
The Current of Succeſs has increas d for a long Courke 
of Years, and has riſen ſtill higher, the further it has 
flow d. No Art of Fortification, no Fraud or Force 
above Ground, or under it 3 No Adyantagegt, Ne 
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upon Retrenchment, tho deep as their Fears could 
make them, could put any Stop to it: While, to De- 
ceive, or to Eſcape, has been look d upon as ſugft ien 
Matter of Triumph; by our Enemies. 

But in vain do they pretend to either: We have Pe- 
netrated into France already, in too feeling a Senſe; 
Their Academies, thoſe Funds of Flattery, are ready 


to fail, as much as their others: We have taken their 


very Inſcriptions, as well as their Standards, and all the 
Trophies, Panegyrics, Medals, the Well-carv'd Statucs, 
and Well-penn'd Dedications of ſo many Years, arqbe- 
come of no Ule, no Senſe at all, unleſs they be apply d 
anew to their Conqueror, Forgive me, if I am a lit- 
tle warm upon this Occaſion: Had this Enemy been 
truly Humbled, had he acted Openly and Generouſſy, 


ind proceeded with Integrity and Honour; Silence 


would have beſt become his Miſery, and our Glory. 
But who can bear with ſo much Vanity, Artifice, and 
Inſincerity? How little has been ſaid, if we conſider 
Theſe, and how eaſy is it to ſay more? However, lec 
that be the Task of ſomebody elſe, in ſome other Place. 

Such Miraculous Events as theſe, contain ſo much 
Good to our Selves, and ſo much Evil to our Ene- 
mies, as might plainly diſcover the Hand of Provi- 
dence all along; aud this would be acknowledged 
more readily, were not People taken up withſuch Ad- 


miration of former Times, and continually Magnifying 


the Great Actions of the Greeks and Romans. For 


theſe being Recorded with all the Advantages of Wit 
and Eloquence, and ſo little mention being made 
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of their Gods, or the Gods they mention being 


ſo Ridiculous; the fond Admirer is apt to look upon 
the Wiſe and Great Men of thoſe Days, as acting only 
by Human Prudence or Force; and that the, Ovi, 
Alexander's, and Ceſar's, were carry d on by their owy 
Impulſe, and were the Formers of their own Grandeur: 
Whereas they would find it quite otherwiſe, if they 
would but Vouchſafe to look into the Holy Scriptures; 
they would there ſee how Cyrus was foretold by Name, 
many Years before he was Born, Iſaiah 44. 28. How A. 
lexander's or Succeſs, and ſudden Empire, and the Di- 
Viſion of it after his Death; How the ſeveral Changes 


in the greateſt Kingdorns of the World, tillithe Time 


of the Mffab's coming, and that Time alſo, were ex- 
actly foretold by the Prophet Daniel, (cap 7, and 8.) 
and be led to acknowledge; That Diviae Providence 
is particularly concern d in all Great Events ʒ and look 
no further for the Nobleſt Subjects of our Wonder, or 


our Praiſe, than into thoſe Holy Writinges 


For Inſtance : What Example can be more Illuſtri- 
ons, both as to the being God so.wn PAN], Choice, 
and as to the Executing faithfully his moſt Important 
Commands, than that of David ; who naturally comes 
firſt to my Mind, as the Author of my Text. I by 
no means deſign to draw any Exact Parallel between 
the Man after God's own Heart, the Royal Prophet, bo- 


tween Him Whoſe Great Actions cduld never have ad- 
mitted of any Addition, but only from: his ben Im- 
mortal Hymns of Than giving; and any other Per- 

Aber. y Ver there are ſome Parts of his Cha- 
a R0R3T 2151 of br 534.0. raRter, | 
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acter, ſome Cireumſtances of his Life, which one 
cannot help reflecting upon, whenever his Name is 
mentioned. By how. many Degrees did God exalt him 
to ſo great a Height, to be the Defender, the Delive- 
fer of his Country, and the Conqueror of its Ene- 
mies! How undaunted was his Courage! How un- 
moveable his Patience! How ſteddy was he in well- 
choſen Counſels, how watchful in Difficulties, ſedate 
n Action, merciful in Succeſs ! It is Perſons /o Qua- 
yd, that God makes uſe of in his greateſt and moſt 
important Deſigns, and that chiefly deſerve our Ad- 
% fi ment fy: 10 goo met a 
z. Another great Motive to prevail with. iThoſe 
who'are Qualify'd'as above, to be Joyful in the Lord, is 
the Common Good which may be Obtained, to ſo great a 
part of Mankind, as well as Our Selves, by the com- 
paring of theſe Mercies in a General and Laſting Peace. 
Nothing can enlarge the Heart more, than the Chri- 
tian Religion, as founded in the Love of the Saving 
Name of Jeſus: Therefore this muſt inſpire us with 
Great and Noble Deſires, ſtreteh them beyond the 
wand contracted/Views of Private Self Intereſt, and 
extend our Prayers for the Good of Human Nature. 
This will teach us to conſider chiefly, how to fix the 
ance of Power, and by what Means to ſecure moſt 
Nectually, the Liberties and Laus of diſtant Coun- 


* 


N 3 
les, Of all Europe, as well as of out own; andwiſh 
or ſuch a Peace, not, as will give us more Leiſure and 
Ppportunity to purſue out ſeveral Vices ; not ſuch 
one as the Luxurious and Cowardly ſigh after; 
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ut ſucli as Cicero recommends, when he tells us, 
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Pax eſt tranquilla libertas, ( 2 Phillippic. ) The Pracg 
which eyery Wiſe and Good Man deſires, is thy 
which is the Happy Effect of Liberties being Secure 
and at Eaſe ; fecure from the Encroachments of Amhj. 
tion, and at Perfect Eaſe, under the Free and Ynpartid 
Execution of Good Laws; and as it concerns this Na. 
tion in particular, in the Preſervation of our Excellent 
Conſtitution, both in Church and State. 

He that has ſuch Generous and Noble Aims, wil 
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be always ready to Rejoice at every Step towards fo M * 
Glorious an End; muſt have been ſtruck with Delight . 


at the firſt Dawning of it; and be ſo much more as he |! 
ſees it riſe, and approach nearer and nearer,upon every iſ © 
Conqueſt, and every Victory. Wherefore it is one a b 
the great Miſtakes of this Age, to ſuppoſe that our *! 
Holy Religion contracts the Soul, and gives People 2 
Meanneſs and Narrowneſs of Spirit: For that Soul, t. 
which is Naturally and Regularly Great, becomes ® 
much more ſo, by Religion; becauſe this makes it be- b 
come more and more like unto God: And the Love 

Chriſt conſtrains us, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, urges fl 
us and preſſes Us by ſuch Motives of | Love, Mercy, al 


Compaſſion and Charity, both from the Example andi ©! 
Commands of our Gracious Redeemer; as cannot 


poſſibly be drawn from Human Reaſon, or the Light 
of Nature only; and will make the Good Chriſtian 
more ſteddy and conſtant in the Practice of them lt 
the more ſteddy and conſtant he is, in that Holy Ref ,®' 
ligion. And what can recommend a Man more id u. 
the World than this? What can be ſo much for ever} N 
Man's Security and Advantage, as Integrity when joint 
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pith Charity ? Theſe are the chief Motives by which a 
GoodMan ſo Qualify'd as abovemention d, may be 
excited to be Joyful in his God, I come now to ſhew 


IV. In what manner, they who are thus Qualify'd 
and Moved, may be ſo Joyful in God, as to be ac- 
cepted by him. o 2 

1. Then; Let this be done without Pride or Envy, 
without any Aggra vation of Vain-Glory, or De- 
traction from thoſe whom God has employ d, as the 
laſtruments of thoſe Bleſſings which we Celebrate this 
Day : Let Juſtice attend upon our Joy ; ler us Cele- 
brate the Memory of thoſe Gallant Men, that fell in 
their Country's, nay, Europe's Cauſe; and Receive thoſe 
who Survive with Honour and Triumph; till our Grati- | 
tude, Admiration, and Joy, center all at laſt in the Praiſe 
of God, and whatever we Rejoice for, be chiefly Attri- 
MH buted to his Infinite Wiſdom, and Almighty Power. 
. Let our Praiſe be attended with Acts of Friend 
5 flip and Charity, Clemency, and Forgivenels of one 
, another; Let the Sick, the Poor, and the Priſoner be 
dl cncouraged to aſſiſt in our Thankſgiving, and enjoy 
off 2nd partake of thoſe Bleſſings in ſome meaſure, which 
be} God deſigned ſhould be Publick and Univerſal. Let 
all Cruelty and Hardheartedneſs, towards thoſe. whom 
it is any ways in our Power to Ruin or Hurt, be put 
| away ; and let not the Extortioner and Oppreſſor, Let 
< not the Mercileſs Uſurer pretend to be Joyful in God: 
nfl , What has he to do wich Gratitude: or Juſtice * How 
can he be pleas d with Victory, who dreads Peace as 
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Andtho' Polite Countries do not uſe to fetch Exam- 
ples for their Behaviour from their Armies, yet we 
may juſtly do ſo at preſent: The Unanimity of ſo 
many Nations, different in Language, Cuſtoms, and 
Religion; the Friendſhip of the To Generals, where 
Conſciouſneſs of mutual Worth, and equal Security 


of Glory, with equal Deſire of the Publick Good, 


damps Envy and Jealouſie, deſerves our Admiration : 


Particularly how Remarkable was the Clemency of 


the Conqueror, never Frighted, and therefore neyer 


Cruel? Humane and Moderate in the midſt of 


Bloody Triumph, and Demonſtrated moſt Gloriou- 
ſly in the Care of ſo many Wounded Enemies 
Tho' the Victory be denied, by: thoſe who deſerted 
theſe in the Regularity of their Flight, ( ſuch are the 
Advantages of Experience) yet theſe at leaſt, will own 
themſelves doubly Conquer d. This Proceeding ought 
to lead us to ſomething of the like Nature at Home, 
towards thoſe whom the ſame Providence has any 
ways made the Objects of our Mercy and Compaſſion. 
3. Our Praiſe will be moſt acceptable to God, and 
moſt proper to obtain the Increaſe and Continuation 
of theſe Bleſſings to us, if it be attended with Reſo- 
lutions of Amendment, and of doing all that we can 
in a Charitable and Chriſtian way, to promote God's 
Glory. For this, we have not only his Commands 
repeated to us over and over, in his Holy Goſpel, but 
he has alſo raiſed us up ſome Examples, even in this 


Wicked Age: One Jam ſure, eminently above all the 
veſt; Above them Il in Goodneſs, more chan in Great- 
eſs; and for whom we may beſt Praiſe God, at this 
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Diſtance: It is SHE that is the Foundation of all 
our Bleſſings; & HE, who us d to be the bright Ex- 
ample of True and Fer vent Praiſe in this Holy Place, 
and would have been ſo now, had not God thought 
ftting to mingle Afflictions with her Triumphs, to 
ompleat Her Character, and make Her the mo/? Per- 
fe Example of every Chriſtian Virtue. Bet more e- 
ſpecially" is She ſo, for Her Piety and Charity. No 
Life was ever ſo <qually' divided, between the Care of 
Her People, and the Service of Her God: Never 
had ſo much Retirement fo 'vaſt an Influence ; Sove- 
reign Goodneſs reſembles ſo very much the Divine Na- 
wre, chat it has'a kind of Ubiquity, and prevails at 
the ſame time itr different Places; Always Beneficial 
at Home, and always Vicrorious Abroad. It is Her 
continual Devotion, Her feryent Prayers that have 
bought for us; and will always do ſo (if our Sins do 
not interpoſe): No need of any Aaron or Hur to 
ſupport thoſe Hands, (Vid. Exod. 17. 12.) which 
have been ſo accuſtomed to be lifted up towards Hea- 
yen; or (which is equally acceptable to the Father 
of Mercies) to the diſtributing of Alms, Comfort, and 
upport, to ſo many Thouſands. Certainly never did 
any Prince extend the Bounds of Empire ſo Gloriouſſy, 
5 She has done by the Union of Her Kingdoms, and by 


Reigning ſo Univerſally in the Hearts of all her Peo- 


ple, nay, in thoſe of; remgteſt Nations. Alas then! 


how comes it to paſs that'ſuch an Example is no bet- 


ter followed? Why are there ſo few good Chriſtians 
among ſo many good Subjects? Why are there no 


more that Imitate, where every one pretends to Low ? 
* 8 Little 
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L..ittle does She think how this will riſe in) udgmes 
| . = . © 4 <4 1 

well that She does not, nay, that She cannot : Thigh 
Reflection would be tormenting to fo Tender and} 
Compaſſionate an Heart, and therefore Happy is S 


that Her Modeſty and Humility make it impo 
that it ſhquld enter there. Wherefore let us ſum up? 
in HE N all our Thankſgivings ; let us reſolye f 
follow, tho at a great diſtance, that Heavenly E 
ample which She ke bene u, and er us beg 
God for Her, Increaſe of Days, Happineſs and Gs 6 
ry; and Conclude all, by Applying to Her tha 
juſt Acknowledgments which the Ora Jen my 
to Judith, tho the ſaved 1ſrael by a very dif 

. Thou art the Exaltation of Jeruſalem, Thou art 
Great Glory of iſrael, Thou art the Great Rejoicing 
our Nation---- Thou haſt done much Good to Iſrael, a 
the. Lord is pleaſed therewith : Bleſſed be thou of the, # 
mighty Lord for Evermore, Judith 15. 9, and 10 v. 
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